Restoration of Pringle Creek will mclude path

Removal of concrete
structures 13 large,

complex undertaking

By MICHAEL ROSE
Statesman Journal

Underneath an ugly con-
crete slab, Pringle Creek is
waiting to see daylight.

A path winding along the
banks of Pringle Creek has
long been in the plans for the
Boise Cascade site’s proposed
redevelopment. The path is
intended to become a signa-
ture feature of the downtown
Salem development, as well
as a connection to pedestrian
and bike trails.

“It’s designed not to be just
a quick sidewalk to get
through, but a place where
there are places to stop, look
at the creek, maybe a few
tables and benches. The
whole idea is to get people to
appreciate that creek,” said
Tim Gerling, a consultant

See Pringle, 2A

SOUTH WAREHOUSE

The Boise site’s transformation into
a mixed-use development will begin at
a1960s-era warehouse, according to
the group backing the project.

Developers hope to start remod-
eling the building, known as the south
warehouse, for new tenants by spring
of 2010, according to Tim Gerling, a
consultant for developers.

Several banks are interested in
providing construction financing,
although a deal has not been finalized,
he said.

The south warehouse building has
just less than 250,000 square feet of
space. About $16 million to

INSIDE: For more
detailed renderings
of the development,
see Page 2A

$18 million worth of improvements
have been proposed for the structure,
Gerling said.

A full-service health club has
considered occupying about
50,000 square feet in the building, and
several office tenants and a cafe have
approached the developers. Gerling
declined to identify the potential
tenants.

In addition, the building will include a
parking garage.

Developers have discussed building
for-rent townhouses on the roof of the
building, but that portion of the project
will come later, Gerling said.
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hired by the Boise site’s developers.

The path would have a plaza with
room for food cart vendors, as well
as outdoor seating for a restaurant.
It would run under the railroad
bridge at the Boise site, as well as
under Commercial Street SE, and
could become another way to reach
Riverfront Park.

But the section of Pringle Creek
that cuts across the Boise site hasn’t
gotten much appreciation for
decades. That’s because industrial
buildings have spanned the water-
way, blocking it from view.

Buildings north of Pringle Creek
at the Boise site have been leveled.
The spot where the structure known
as the Old Mill Building once stood
is an open expanse of concrete — a

sub-basement that covers Pringle
Creek.

The creek has flowed beneath
buildings since at least the 1930s and
maybe longer, Gerling said. Pringle
Creek will stay concealed beneath
the sub-basement until developers
line up permits from a plethora of
state and federal agencies.

“Until we get those permits, we're
not going to take that basement slab
off the creek, and we’re certainly
not going to do any work in there,”
Gerling said.

About 18 groups of federal and
state regulators will have a say in
how the project proceeds, he said.

Early next year, the developers
will begin filing applications to re-
move the slab and restore the creek.
The site’s demolition contractor
would like to begin the work right
away, but Gerling expects the
approvals will take more than a year
to obtain.

The portion of the creek that flows
underneath the slab is now a “waste-
land” of rocks heaped around about
70 columns driven into the
streambed, he said. Restoration
work would include removing the
slab and columns, and creating a
new creek bank.

On the north bank, the plan is to
carve a gentle slope so it’s practical
to install a path. It’s now a sharp, 30-
foot drop from street level to the
creek.

In addition, a 1 million-gallon
water reservoir underneath the sub-
basement, which hasn’t been used in
many years, would be taken out. It’s
now empty, but it’s a large mass of
concrete to be removed, Gerling
said. Boise probably used the reser-
voir when paper pulp was made at
the location.
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